STOP
PARENT
ALIENATION
OF CHILDREN

DVD Project Spring 2007




STOP
PARENT
ALIENATION
OF CHILDREN

Executive Summary




STOP
PARENT
ALIENATION
OF CHILDREN

Prospectus

When parents separate or divorce, children are vulnerable to becoming victims of the strong emotions
and inappropriate behaviors of their parents. Angry parents often do not have adequate boundaries to
shield their children from being exposed to the negative feelings they have for each other. During
these difficult times, the relationship between the child and both parents needs to be protected and
nurtured, not destroyed and torn apart as children want and need two emotionally healthy and loving
parents to take care of them.

Three of the more harmful behaviors that are commonly seen in family break-ups that have the most
devastating effects on a child’s emotional well-being are: aggression between the separating parents

in front of the child; significant time away from a nurturing parent; and negative conditioning or
disparaging remarks made directly to the child about the other parent or where the child can hear them.

The first condones aggression as an acceptable form of conduct in the eyes of the child, the second
creates”issues of loss, and the third emotionally programs the child to dislike a parent and to take sides
against that parent. The third issue is called parental alienation (PA), which can turn into a severe form
of emotional abuse of the child. Parental Alienation is the primary focus of our project.

A mild form of parental alienation occurs any time a parent speaks badly about a child’s other parent
to the child or in the presence of a child. Most parents eventually resolve their angry emotions; learn
to solve problems with the other parent so that the child can be shared between them peacefully.

In some cases, parents do not resolve their conflict but escalate it. This is the moderate form of parental
alienation, as the child is bombarded with angry diatribes about the other parent. The child is kept in
the middle of the adult conflict and is forced to agree with the offending parent and to express a
disdain for the targeted parent. The child is placed in a no-win situation of not being able to please
either parent.

In the most severe cases, a child is not able to withstand the obsessed parent’s brainwashing to turn
them against the other parent and becomes aligned with the offending parent. This is called Parent
Alienation Syndrome (PAS), a severe situation where a child no longer has any attachment or feelings
for the healthier parent or that parent’s extended family and friends. The people who love them and
would provide for them a nurturing and healthy family life are eliminated. Once the cutting out of a
parent has occurred - called a “parentectomy” - the child is left under the full care of the most
disturbed and dysfunctional parent. These tragedies are played out in our family law courts daily.
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Recently, other explorations on the subject have publicly aired and have raised a debate. Our project is the first
that goes further by both educating and guiding the listener on the causes and consequences of PA, as well as the
latest thinking in intervention strategies. As the devastating nature of PA is laid before them, viewers will become
captivated and eager for information. As the production plays out, they will be able to move forward and join the
informed in the battle to tackle this huge, but little understood problem.

Presented on the medium of DVD, our production will combine perspectives from professionals involved in the
issue of PA, real stories from victims of PA and true-to-life dramatizations illustrating how PA works. Together,
these perspectives will piece together the story that PA is a very real and disturbing issue in family separations
that has not been adequately understood or addressed.

The viewer will be presented with a portal into the lives of real, everyday people, who live day-to-day with the
issues of PA/PAS. Through the eyes of the camera we will see parents, who deserve to be with their children,
open up and talk about the losses in their lives. We will hear how these parents have had their children turn
against them and how they have become further isolated through their efforts to tell the truth and help their
child. We will hear stories from adults who, as children, were forced to turn against a parent who loved them -
the parent they desperately needed the most.

Experts, providing a clinical interpretation of the subject matter, will tell of the magnitude of the problem and
how frequently it is neither understood nor correctly interpreted. Professionals such as judges, attorneys and cus-
tody evaluators will talk of the issues faced every day in our family law courts and how ignorance and a lack of
general awareness in the field of PA/PAS is skewing custody decisions in favor of a mentally abusive parent at
the detriment of a helpless child and their emotionally healthy parent.

A balanced perspective reflecting both sides of the debate will enable the viewer to decide for themselves
whether this is “junk science” or a real problem; a form of child abuse that is often disregarded and overlooked.
The DVD format will also allow us to include additional material aimed at specific audiences that will go into
richer detail into the root causes and prevailing issues, offering the context from which to better identify, under-
stand and deal with the issues of PA/PAS.

We will provide information on intervention strategies that will help families protect their children and arrive at
the best possible resolution of their conflict. We will also help individuals impacted by PAS understand the men-
tal health disorders that are most commonly found in PAS cases. Further interview footage will provide a thor-
ough perspective of various points of view regarding PA/PAS. Augmented with content presented with academ-
ic credibility, delivered by the most renowned and leading professionals in the field, the viewer will be provided
with the understanding and tools to take on the challenge of stopping parental alienation.
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Demosthenes Lorandos, Ph.D,, is a clinical psychologist who has been called upon
as an expert evaluator in family law litigation throughout the United States. As an
attorney, he has conducted several high-profile child custody cases in numerous
jurisdictions. He is a well-known authority on Parental Alienation Syndrome, and is
one of three editors of the new International Handbook of Parental Alienation
Syndrome (Charles C.Thomas Publisher Ltd.).

Steve S. Sommer, M.D., Ph.D.,, is a molecular and clinical geneticist who chairs the
Department of Molecular Genetics and the Department of Molecular Diagnosis at City
of Hope National Medical Center. His research interests include the genetics of autism
and other psychiatric disease. Dr. Sommer has more than 250 peer-reviewed publications.
He co-discovered the first gene unequivocally implicated in autism. His clinical diagnos-
tic laboratory was the world pioneer in providing clinical DNA testing for mutations in
this gene, which may be defective in 3-4% of families with autism. Dr. Sommer brings
his research and academic background to a personal interest in PAS initiated by tragic
experiences within his extended family. He currently is writing a textbook on PAS.

Douglas Darnall, Ph.D., is a psychologist licensed in the state of Ohio and Clinic
Director for PsyCare, having six (6) outpatient psychiatric clinics accredited by the Joint
Commission on Healthcare Organizations and the Ohio Department of Mental Health.
He has conducted over 850 evaluations involving custody, contempt charges, and
parental alienation in 11 states. He authored “Divorced Casualties: Protecting Your
Children from Parental Alienation,” (1998, Taylor Publishing Company), now in its fifth
printing. He has co-authored and published in the Journal of Divorce and Remarriage
and has two peer review articles currently being considered for publication, in addition
to his articles in the North Dakota Law Review: an article titled “Parental Alienation:
Not in your Children’s Best Interest.” He has conducted workshops and presentations
for the Missouri State Bar Association, North Dakota Bar Association, Trumbull and
Mahoning County Bar Association, Family Division of the Cuyahoga County Bar
Association, and various professional organizations including The International Family
Therapy Association, Children’s Rights Counsel, Lorimen, Specialized Training and The
Association of Family and Reconciliation Courts.
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Richard Sauber, Ph.D., is a forensic clinical and family psychologist with offices in Boca
Raton and Ft. Lauderdale, Florida and he consults/evaluates/ testifies in cases nationally.
He holds Diplomates in Clinical and Family psychology with the American Board of
Professional Psychology. Dr. Sauber was Harvard trained and he formerly was Professor
of Psychology in the Departments of Psychiatry at Brown, Penn, and Columbia
University Medical Schools. He is author/editor of 11 books and since 1976, he has been
the Editor-in- Chief of the American Journal of Family Therapy. His most recent text is co-
edited with Richard Gardner and Demosthenes Lorandos: “The International Handbook
of Parental Alienation Syndrome: Conceptual, Clinical, and Legal Considerations.” He
had worked with Dr. Gardner since 1991, first meeting as lecturers at the conference of
the Children’s Rights Council in Washington, D.C.

Sid Brown, Ph.D., has a doctorate in clinical psychology from the Wright Institute in
Los Angeles. He specializes in family relations and divorce counseling. He is a child
custody evaluator and does critical analysis of completed child custody evaluations,
mediation, individual psychotherapy, research, and writing. He further specializes in
domestic violence issues and parent alienation.

Dr. Albert Gibbs, is a licensed clinical psychologist specializing in family law, with more
than 25 years of experience conducting custody evaluations and forensic assessments.

He is the founder and director of Co-Parents Solutions, which offers divorce and co-parent
education classes, and solution-focused counseling for divorced and separated parents and
their children. Dr. Gibbs was appointed a Child Custody Evaluator and Expert Witness by
Los Angeles County Superior Court judges in 1994. He has served as Director of Clinical
Training and Family Therapy at the Julia Ann Singer Center in West Los Angeles, Senior
Staff Psychologist and clinical supervisor at the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center and was a
charter member of their Divorce and Custody Program. He has taught as an Associate
Professor at the California School of Professional Psychology and the Wright Institute.

He has presented at several training programs, conferences and colloquia, including the
Association of Family and Conciliation Courts, Los Angeles County Bar Association,
Beverly Hills Bar Association, San Fernando Valley Bar Association, and the Superior Court
of Los Angeles County.
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www.breakthroughparentingservices.org
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